Although a seasonal trend in the birth distri-
Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean (SLSJ) is a geographically isolated region located 125 miles north-east of Quebec city that was opened to white settlement around 1840. Its population, 98% French speaking and of Catholic faith, rose from 5000 inhabitants in 1852 to 50 000 in 1911 and 285 000 today. Several where Em = expected number of patients for a given month, ni = total number of livebirths in a given month in the period studied, N = total number of livebirths in the period studied, A = total number of affected subjects in the period studied. The second method consisted of a Monte Carlo simulation procedure. The total number of patients was simulated 5000 times under the null hypothesis that the cumulative number of CF births by month should be proportional to the cumulative number of live births by month over the period of study. The probabilities were then determined. As already suggested by both groups,67 it is most likely that the seasonal variation in CF births observed in previously reported series2-5 was the result of sampling bias, probably owing to incomplete ascertainment or chance.
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